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HOW DID HALLOWEEN START? 
HOLIDAY’S SPOOKY HISTORY 


SPORTS, C1 


PREDICTING GEORGIA’S SPOT ` 
IN FIRST PLAYOFF RANKINGS 


NATION & WORLD, A4 


TRANSGENDER TROOPS: 
WHY BAN WAS BLOCKED 


ORGAN DONATION DEBATE 


Can dad’s criminal past halt kidney donation? 


Emory criticized for delaying ailing boy’s operation; 
family to seek another facility to do father’s surgery. 


By Craig Schneider 
cschneider@ajc.com 


Little AJJ. fights on. 

After being rushed to Emory 
University Hospital on Sunday 
with an abdominal infection, the 
2-year-old boy who desperately 
needs a kidney is in critical but 
stable condition. 


But Emory is refusing to allow 
the boy’s father to donate a kidney 
because of his criminal record. 

The refusal has tied up A.J.’s 
chance for the life-improving sur- 
gery, even as it has raised a welter 
of éthical questions about a hos- 
pital’s power over such decisions. 

Is the hospital upholding its 
right to ensure that an organ 


A.J. Burgess, 
2,was born 
without kidneys 
and requires 

10 hours aday 
of dialysis. 


donor will follow through on 
post-operative care? 
Or is the hospital denying a 
father his right to save his son? 
‘Theboy’smother, Carmellia Bur- 
gess, shared her feelings Monday. 


“As I type this I'm... watching 
my baby vomit constantly, cry 
from being in pain,” she wrote 
on a GoFundMe page set up for 
the transplant surgery. “My son 
has a father who is ready and 
willing to give him a kidney, so 
Baby A.J. doesn’t have to endure 
any deadly infections. But he’s 
being denied that because of a 
recent arrest.” 

Emory says it is just follow- 
ing nationally accepted guide- 
lines for approving donors. A.J.’s 


father, Anthony Dickerson, has 
a lengthy history of theft and 
forgery charges. The hospital 
delayed the surgery set for this 
month after Dickerson violated 
his probation and was arrested 
Sept. 28. He’s since been released 
from jail, but hospital officials 
want to see three months of good. 
behavior before they reconsider 
the surgery. 

Essentially, the hospital isn’t 


Kidney continued on A14 


RUSSIA INVESTIGATION 


THREE CHARGED 
IN RUSSIA PROBE 


Ex-Trump campaign chief, 
associate plead not guilty to 
money laundering charges. 


By Chad Dayand Eric Tucker 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The special 
counsel investigating possible 
coordination between the Krem- 
linand Donald Trump's 2016 pres- 
idential campaign announced 
the first charges Monday, indict- 
ing Trump's former campaign 
chairman and revealing how an 
adviser lied to the FBI about meet- 
ings with Russian intermediaries. 

‘The formal charges against a 
total of three people are the first 
public demonstration that Spe- 
cial Counsel Robert Mueller and 
his team believe they have iden- 
tified criminal conduct. 

‘And they send a warning that 
individuals in the Trump orbit 
who do not cooperate with Muel- 
ler’s investigators, or who are 
believed to mislead them during 
questioning, could also wind 
up charged and facing years in 
prison. 

Paul Manafort, who steered 
Trump’s campaign for much 
of last year, and business asso- 
ciate Rick Gates ended the day 
under house arrest on charges 
that they funneled payments 
through foreign companies and 
bank accounts as part of their 
private political work in Ukraine. 

George Papadopoulos, also a 
former campaign adviser, faced 
further questioning and then sen- 
tencing in the first — and so far 
only — criminal case that links 
the Trump election effort to the 
Kremlin. 

Manafort and Gates, who 
pleaded not guilty in federal court, 
are not charged with any wrong- 
doing as part of the Trump cam- 
paign, and the president immedi- 
ately Sought to distance himself 
from the allegations. He said on 
Twitter that the alleged crimes 
occurred “years ago,” and he 
insisted anew there was “NO COL- 


Charges continued on A6 


RICK GATES, MANAFORT 
BUSINESS ASSOCIATE 


Third campaign figure 
admits lying; White House 
downplays allegations. 


PAUL MANAFORT, FORMER TRUMP CAMPAIGN CHAIRMAN 


GEORGE PAPADOPOULOS, 
FORMER CAMPAIGN AIDE 


TOP: Paul Manafort, shown at the federal courthouse in Washington 
on Monday, was fired as Donald Trump's campaign chairman in 
August 2016 after reports that he had orchestrateda lobbying 
operation for pro-Russian interests in Ukraine. ap LEFT: Rick Gates 
was Manafort’s top deputy and helped run Trump's inauguration. 

ap RIGHT: George Papadopoulos was appointed to Trump's foreign 


OTHER DEVELOPMENTS 

m Prominent Democratic 
lobbyist Tony Podesta has left 
his firm amid fallout from Paul 
Manafort’s indictment, A6 

E White House spokeswoman 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders 
said President Donald 

Trump was not planning “any 
changes" with special counsel 


policy advisory council in March 2016. COSTAS BE1/ THE NATIONAL HERALD 


Robert Mueller after she was 
asked whether Trump was 
considering firing Mueller. 

E Sen. Mark Warner, D-Va., said 
lawmakers must make clear to 
Trump that pardoning any of his 
associates in the Russia probe 
would “result in immediate, 
bipartisan action by Congress.” 


UNDER THE GOLD DOME 


Ga. tax breaks 
grow, impact 
rarely studied 


Audits urge follow-up 
to evaluate programs’ 
long-term effectiveness. 


By James Salzer 
jsalzer@ajc.com 


A new state audit says col- 
lege loan-forgiveness programs 
designed to steer students into 
studying for certain professions 
or working in certain areas of 
Georgia, in some cases, aren’t 
well-assessed for effectiveness 
and may be ill-targeted. 

Another one said the state may 
be inadequately assessing eligi- 


bility for a popular $300 million- 
a-year tax break aimed at help- 
ing farmers pay for things such 
as feed and fertilizer. 

Anda state Senate committee 
is trying to get its arms around 
the burgeoning number of spe- 
cial-interest tax breaks the Gen- 
eral Assembly approves each 
session. 

State lawmakers approve hun- 
dreds of bills each General Assem- 
bly session, many of which cost 
the state money by cutting taxes 
on specific businesses or cre- 
ating multimillion-dollar pro- 


Tax breaks continued on A4 


U.S. SENATE 


Perdue won't waver in 
his support for Trump 


Ga/s freshman senator 
says focus should be 
on president’s agenda. 


By Tamar Hallerman 
tamar.hallerman@ajc.com 


WASHINGTON — After President 
Donald Trump spent a recent 
morning trading barbs with Ten- 
nessee U.S. Sen. Bob Corker on 
Twitter, reporters on Capitol Hill 
swarmed his Republican col- 
league David Perdue. 

Most of the journalists stuck 
to a similar theme: What did the 
Georgia freshman senator think 
of the president’s personal attacks 


on his friend and mentor? Did 
that mark a turning point in Per- 
due’s steadfast support of Trump? 

Perhaps more than any of his 
colleagues, Perdue has defended 
Trump’s almost every move, 
brushing aside questions about 
hisally’s most provocative actions, 
pronouncements and tweets. 
The news media and general 
public, Perdue says, should not 
get bogged down in the contro- 
versy of the day but instead focus 
on the president’s broader pol- 
icy agenda, which in many ways 
mirrors Perdue’s own. 

Perdue wouldn’t take the 


Perdue continued on A7 


METRO, B1 
Questions raised 
about boys’ deaths 


ADFCS report has raised 
doubts that a Fulton County 
mom's sons died because she 
put them in the oven. 
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